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BY:


Stacie Villarreal
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Agriculture/Natural Resources




Texas AgriLife Extension
SUBJECT:

Private Applicator Training, Thursday, June 23, 2016
___________________________________________________________________________

If you plan on using a state limited use or state restricted use pesticide, such as Grazon P+D, 2 4-D, Weedmaster, etc., and need a license, the Texas AgriLife Extension Service will be hosting a Private Applicator Training on Thursday, June 23, 2016 at the Waller County Extension Office.  Books and study materials for the course need to be purchased ahead of time for $40.00 at the Extension Office.  A registration fee of $10.00 will be charged for the training.  The registration fee will include the training, additional study materials, refreshments, and snacks.  The training will begin at 1pm and conclude about 5pm.  
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The Texas Department of Agriculture who over sees the testing and administration of Applicator Licensing has contracted with PSI Services to administer the exam for agriculture pesticide applicator licensing. Applicants will coordinate testing with PSI at one of their 22 locations around Texas.  Details on the process, locations, cost, and other pertinent information will be provided at the training to help applicants complete the licensing process.  Once an applicant has completed the training, and pass the exam with a score of 70 or above, they will you will be eligible to apply for your Private Applicator License, which will allow you to purchase all state limited use and restricted use pesticides used in agriculture.

In preparation for the training please remember these important things: 

1. Please be sure to purchase the TWO study guides before the class.  These manuals are required by Texas Department of Agriculture and will cost $40/set and are available at the Extension Office in Hempstead.  You can purchase your study guides from any county office but will be asked to pay the training fee for the day of the event.    

2. The training will begin at 1pm and should conclude around 5pm.  We will provide a folder of reference material, snacks, coffee, and a variety of drinks.  The cost for the training will be $10/person.  

3. At the conclusion of the training you will be eligible to apply for your license through the TDA.  We will have the forms available for you to complete and will be ready for you to mail.  TDA will require the application form and $100 for your license.

4. Once TDA has processed your application and verified your training they will ask the Regional Testing Center to contact you to schedule your Applicator Exam.  You will not be permitted to take the exam prior to completing the training, submitting the application, and being contacted by the Testing Center.  

5. After you have passed your exam TDA will mail you a license and you can being to purchase restricted use pesticides as well as begin accruing CEUs toward your recertification.  

For more information and to reserve your spot at the training, contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office of Waller County at (979) 826-7651.
Important: If an applicant has any questions about licensing or exam categories, please contact TDA at 1-800-835-5832 or 512-463-7622.  Texas Department of Agriculture – Agriculture Pesticide Program P.O. Box 12847 Austin, TX 78711.  

Private Applicator Q&A Corner

I never received my license renewal?

· The most common cause for not receiving a license renewal form is that the license holder did not notify TDA of a change of address. According to the TDA Laws and Regulations it is the responsibility of the applicator to notify TDA within 30 days of any change of address.

Can I carryover my CEUs from one cycle to the next?

· No. CEUs received during any one or five year re-certification cycle may only be applied to the cycle in which they were received. TDA does not allow CEUs to be carried forward.

Private Applicator Facts!

Private Applicator -- A person who uses or supervises the use of restricted-use or state-limited-use pesticides for the purpose of producing an agricultural commodity on property owned or rented by the person or the person's employer or under the person's general control; or on the property of another person if applied without compensation other than the trading of personal services between producers of agricultural commodities. An agricultural commodity is defined as a plant or animal grown for sale, lease, barter, feed or human consumption and animals raised for farm or ranch work. Private applicator licenses are valid for five years, and the applicator must obtain 15 CEUs during that time to renew.

Private Applicator Certificates -- From 1977 through 1989, TDA issued private applicator certificates (not licenses) under a voluntary program. Private applicators who originally obtained a private applicator certification prior to January 10, 1989, were "grandfathered" by the legislature, meaning the certificate does not expire; however, in 1989 the Texas Pesticide Regulations were revised to require recertification for all applicators, including certified applicators, in order to purchase or use restricted-use or state-limited-use pesticides. The original "grandfathered" certificates had an issue number of 158532 or below. Because of computer advancements, when the original certificate is recertified, the applicator is given a new certificate number. Certified private applicators may not supervise an application of restricted-use or state-limited-use pesticides. Certificate holders must obtain 15 CEUs every five years to keep the certificate valid.
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